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OUTCOMES FOR SURVEY OF NEW 
TESTAMENT 

• Identify the contents of the New Testament and its three sections. 
• Explain highlights from Dei Verbum (Dogmatic Constitution on Divine 

Revelation) for a deeper understanding of the New Testament and its 
application to our lives. 

• Outline the three stages of Gospel development. 
• Identify the audience, purpose and vision of Matthew, Mark, Luke and 

John. 
• To understand the meaning of “low and high Christology” and 

eschatology. 
• Explain the purpose, structure and symbols in the Book of Revelation.   

 
 



OPENING REFLECTION 

“The Word of God, which is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who has faith, is set forth and 

displays its power in a most wonderful way in the 
writings of the New Testament which hand on the 
ultimate truth of God’s Revelation.  Their central 

object is Jesus Christ, God’s incarnate Son: his acts, 
teachings, Passion and glorification, and his Church’s 

beginnings under the Spirit’s guidance.”   
CCC 124 



WHAT IS THE NEW TESTAMENT?                               
“See, days are coming when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house 
of Judah.  It will not be like the covenant I made 
with their ancestors the day I took them by the 

hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt… But 
this is the covenant I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days.  I will place my law within 
them, and write it upon their hearts; I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people.  They will no 

longer teach their friends and relatives, “Know the 
Lord!”  Everyone, from the least to greatest, shall 

know me for I will forgive their iniquity and no 
longer remember their sin.”   

  Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The term ‘New’ can be confusing.  New tends to mean an improved version of what already exists.  So a New Testament could suggest that the earlier version or Old Testament was being replaced because something has changed.  That is what an ordinary 1st century Greek speaker would have thought you were talking about.  But a Jew would have understood it to mean a “new covenant” that appears in the prophets referring to a future time when the covenant would be written on the human heart as the ideal relationship with God.

Quote



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jesus of Nazareth represents a decisive turning point in God’s relationship to humanity.  The expression ‘new covenant” or “new testament” indicates that what the prophets depicted as the ideal relationship between Israel and God has become possible.  While the old covenant focused on Israel as God’s people, the new covenant is expanding the definition of God’s chosen people to include anyone who hears and believes the gospel.  

These words from Acts describe how Jesus has become the path to salvation through his death and resurrection.  Quote                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               



THE NEW TESTAMENT IN DEI 
VERBUM 

• The ‘mystery’ of God’s great plan of 
salvation for all humankind is revealed 

• The role of the Holy Spirit in the 
evangelical mission of the apostles  

• A Christ-centered (Christocentric) focus  
• The privileged place of the gospels in 

Church tradition   
• The Historical truth of the gospels 
• The importance of the epistles of St. 

Paul 

“The sacred scriptures contain the word 
of God, and because they are inspired, 

they truly are the word of God; therefore, 
the study of the sacred page should be 
the very soul of sacred theology.”  DV 24 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Dei Verbum or the Constitution on Divine Revelation  is one of the most important teaching to come out of Vatican II.  In the document’s section on the New Testament, it outlines several important elements of the new testament scriptures.  

Dei Verbum states explicitly ‘when the time had fully come’ explaining God’s definitive revelation in terms of the incarnation, the coming of Christ as the Word made flesh.  

Dei Verbum emphasizes that through the life, death and resurrection and ascension of Jesus and the sending of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles, Christ fulfilled all the hopes of the Old Testament prophets.  The Holy Spirit brought the eternal truth of salvation that was spread by the apostles, empowering their mission of evangelization and guiding their preaching and establishment of the Church.  

Dei Verbum focuses on the deeds and words of Jesus Christ setting it apart from documents that came out of previous church councils which focused more on a God-centered teaching.  Dei Verbum underlines the importance of the New Testament in bringing God’s message of salvation to full fruition through Jesus Christ the Lord.    Next page…





Dei Verbum underlines the privileged place that the four canonical gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John have in Church tradition.  We see this special honor in the Church’s practice of standing for the proclamation of the gospel, the use of the ‘book of the gospels’ for certain liturgical ceremonies and the periodic enthronement of the ‘book of the gospels’ in a prominent place.  We honor the gospels simply because they are our principal source for the life and teaching of the “incarnate” word, Jesus Christ.  They are reverenced because of their apostolic origin that has been handed on through the centuries under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  

While the bishops of Vatican II did not state that the gospels are historically accurate word for word, they said in Dei Verbum that they preserve the truth about Jesus; his ministry, death, resurrection and ascension.  In Dei Verbum, the bishops explicitly state that the evangelists selected their materials, synthesized and explained them with an eye to their own cultural contexts.  The writers of this document acknowledge the biblical and theological scholarship that was led to the final texts in the canon of scripture.  

The final paragraph on the New Testament in Dei Verbum highlights the importance of the epistles or letters of St. Paul as a biblical resource for the church’s teaching on divine revelation.  

The entire section on the New Testament in Dei Verbum reiterates that all the New Testament writings were composed under the Holy Spirit’s guidance and therefore contain reliable and authentic teaching about Jesus Christ and the significance of his saving power.  Dei Verbum states that theology has always relied on the written word of God as well as tradition, both of which provide a permanent foundation.  Quote




THE NEW 
TESTAMENT 
ERA OF JESUS                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We know that Jesus was born into a world that was ruled by a tyrannical Roman government of Augustus Ceasar* with the local leadership in the area of Galilee under Herod Antipas*.  The father of Herod Antipas had rebuilt the Temple of Jerusalem* to its former splendor of Solomon but because of Herod’s ruthless leadership, resentment rose up among the Jews.  This resentment was prevalent all during Jesus’ life and up until the revolt of the Jews in Palestine in 66 C.E..  There were also tensions between the common people of Judea and Galilee and the Roman overlords as well as the rich Jewish landlords, priests and Jewish ruling class.  



THE 
JEWISH 
REVOLT 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The period after the death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus was one of turmoil and revolt.  There were conflicts between Jews who believed in Jesus and Jews who did not.  In 49 c.e. some if not all the Jews were expelled from Rome because of the internal problems as well as the rumblings of the revolt against the Roman government.  In 64 c.e. following a huge fire that destroyed much of Rome, Nero who was thought to have started the fire, blamed the Christians to steer suspicion away from himself.  Christians were already looked upon with suspicious and considered ‘haters of humanity’ because of their refusal to participate in many of the social functions of the empire especially those involving the worship of the many Greco-Roman gods.  In 66 c.e the Jews of Palestine revolted against their Roman oppressors.  The revolt lasted 3 years and when it was over, the Temple had been destroyed and the remaining Christians in Jerusalem had to flee to Syria.  Even though the revolt ended what had been the Jewish center in Jerusalem, it did not greatly affect the situation of Christians, the majority of which had already dispersed throughout the Roman Empire.   



GEOGRAPHY 
OF THE NEW 
TESTAMENT 
WORLD 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The New Testament world was not confined to Palestine.  Palestine was the location for the ministry of Jesus who was from Galilee and spent much of his time near the Sea of Galilee with his earliest disciples.

Apart from the gospels, the rest of the New Testament refers mostly to places outside of Palestine.  New Testament settings take place to the north of Syria in cities such as Antioch and Damascus.  To the south in Egypt in major cities like Alexandria.  We know that Paul’s missionary journeys took him to what is now modern day Turkey to the cities of Ephesus, Philadelphia, Colossae (co-la-si) and Smyrna and his home city of Tarsus.  Paul also refers to Philippi, Thessalonica and Corinth in Greece and also Rome, the city of his final journey.  The world that we read about in the New Testament surrounds pretty much the entire Mediterranean Sea.  




GRECO-ROMAN CULTURE  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hellenistic culture was pervasive throughout the Roman Empire during the New Testament period.  Every major city in the Empire would have a temple to one of their many Greco-Roman gods, a gymnasium, a forum and a theater.  Greek was the predominant language that was spoken throughout the empire making the spread of the Christian message easier.  The massive road system built by the Romans allowed for the safe and swift movement of news, troops, supplies and early Christian missionaries.  

There was no separation of church and state in the Roman Empire.  The worship of gods and goddesses was intimately tied to all aspects of life.  Every city had a patron god with civic festivals revolving around the worship of that god.  Because there were so many gods, religious tolerance was common but the Christians began to be considered unpatriotic and even heretical because they rejected the worship of the gods and goddesses in their everyday lives.  This eventually put them at odds with the Roman government leading to the persecutions.  



SOCIOECONOMIC STATE OF 
PALESTINE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the time of Jesus, Palestine was an agricultural economy and the majority of the people were peasants.  They were the small land owners, tenant farmers or slaves.  It was the absentee landlords, both Jewish and Gentile, who owned most of the land.  In the New Testament gospels we read about the absent landowner’s foremen handling the day to day tasks sometimes with justice and at times not.  

The upper class was small and concentrated in the urban cities.  In Jerusalem the upper classes were mainly the Jewish priests and in Galilee, they were Roman Gentiles.  The economy worked by means of taxation.  Landowners demanded large percentages of the produce from their tenant farmers to pay these taxes leaving the tenants very little to exist on.  This tax system depended on tax collectors who paid a fixed amount to the ruler for the right to collect the taxes in a given area.  Any surplus taxes they could acquire were theirs to keep making it very tempting to collect above the required tax by whatever means necessary.  Taxes were the way the empire functioned but were always a burden to those being taxed.  This burden constantly inspired revolt and sedition.  




JEWISH RELIGION  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At the time of Jesus, there were three sects of Judaism.  The Sadduccees who were the traditional party of priests and included most of the ruling aristocracy.  They were very conservative in their interpretations of scripture and in their beliefs.  Their attitude of Rome was one of conciliation.  As long as the Romans gave them control over the Temple and the right to administer the Law of Moses, they were willing to support Roman rule.  In John we read about Annas and Caiaphas, the Sadduccees that Jesus was taken before after his arrest.  

The Pharisees were a reform party of populist teachers of the law or rabbis and considered the study of the law, both the written and oral tradition that had been passed down from rabbi to rabbi, as the most important occupation of every Jew.  It was the Pharisees who created separate laws, within the law, that every Jew was required to keep such as laws on cleansing rituals and for the Sabbath.  In the gospels we read about the many conflicts that Jesus has with the Pharisees over the interpretation of these laws.  

The third sect were the Essenes who were apocalyptic monks living in the desert and preparing for the coming intervention of God.  The Essene community had separated itself from Jerusalem and other Jews who they thought to be defiled because of what they considered inappropriate worship.  They were led by the Teacher of Righteousness in the desert to prepare the way of the Lord.  John the Baptist was thought to be part of the Essene community.  Next page…


At the time of Jesus, the Temple was the center of Jewish life in Palestine.  Even Jews living in Galilee where Jesus spent much of his ministry would go to Jerusalem frequently to worship in the Temple and celebrate the main pilgrim feasts of Passover, Pentecost, a spring harvest celebration, and Booths which celebrates the 40 years the Israelites wandered in the desert depending only on God along with the last harvest of the season.  

A new feature at the time of Jesus was the synagogue.  During the Exile and later in the Diaspora that is recorded in the Old Testament, Jews did not always have access to the Temple so they would just gather together to pray and discuss the Law of Moses.  These gatherings were called synagogues.  Later special buildings were built for the purpose of these gatherings and called synagogues.  During the time of Jesus, there were synagogue buildings in most of the towns and cities in Palestine and in many of the major cities of the Roman Empire.  





PARTS OF 
THE NEW 
TESTAMENT 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 One of the most important aspects of the New Testament are the teachings about Jesus Christ and the study of the significance of Jesus of Nazareth from a faith perspective.  

The New Testament writings are arranged in groups or three main sections; the Gospels, the Pauline Letters and other Apostolic letters.




THE GOSPELS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) are the heart of all the Scriptures and the principal source for the life and teaching of the Incarnate Word, Jesus our savior.    These writings are the basis for our Christian faith and practice.  In Catholic and other mainstream Christian liturgy, a separate book containing only the gospels receives special treatment such as carried in the procession, incensed on special occasions and read only by clergy.  The book of the Gospels is treated as a sacred object much as the scroll containing the Torah of Moses would be in the Jewish synagogues.  

2.  The Acts of the Apostles is considered part of the Gospels since it is actually volume two of the Gospel of Luke and contains the recording of the beginnings of the early Christian church.  





THE HISTORICAL JESUS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What do we know about the life of Jesus?  There are two important sources from the time of the gospels that mention Jesus.
Josephus, a Jewish military leader during the Jewish war against Rome, wrote a history of the war after he was captured by the Romans.  He also wrote a compendium of Jewish history, lore and beliefs where he tells of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and how Jesus fulfilled the message of the prophets.  Josephus mentions James of Jerusalem and calls him ‘the brother of Jesus, the alleged Christ.’  

Tacitus, a Roman senator, wrote about the great fire of Rome in 64 and tells of Nero’s attempt to shift the blame for starting the fire to the Christians and the persecutions that followed.  Tacitus was neither pro-Christian nor pro-Nero.  He wrote that Christians were named of Chrestus, or Christ who was put to death during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of Pontius Pilate.  Tacitus was writing all this about 110 c.e. just after the gospels had taken their final form.  His writings give evidence of a tradition that was already known in nonbelieving Jews and Gentiles about the life of a man called Jesus, who was given the title of Christ by his followers, lived in Palestine and was put to death during the reign of Tiberius.    

To reconstruct the life of Jesus, the primary source must be the gospels.  The gospels tell the life of Jesus in a narrative, chronological framework although they are not completely accurate, chronological or an historical account because ancient writings did not have the rigorous historical standards that we have today.  The gospels do take history seriously, just not in the same way we do.  The history that concerned the gospel writers is God’s activity in the world and God’s plan for the salvation of humans.  History for the gospel writers was the means to the end of showing how God has worked and continues to work in God’s people.  



THE STAGES OF 
GOSPEL 
DEVELOPMENT 

• The Life and Teaching of 
Jesus  
 

• Oral Tradition   
 

• The written Gospels                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are three stages of growth in gospel development.  The first stage is the ministry of Jesus, his life and teachings.  We know that Jesus lived and worked in a  rural environment in Palestine speaking Aramaic and preaching the coming of God’s kingdom.  This first stage was the words and deeds of Jesus as heard and experienced directly by the apostles.  

The second stage was the post-resurrection preaching of the apostles.  The message of this stage was no longer simply the coming of God’s kingdom but the presence of God’s kingdom in the risen Christ.  This message was preached in both Greek and Aramaic to urban as well as rural audiences.  Because of the change in message, the actual words and deeds of Jesus were selected specifically to inspire and convince a particular audience.  These words and deeds were translated into Greek and altered to be understandable in a new social and economic context and were expanded or reapplied to make a new point about Jesus’ own role in the coming of the kingdom.    Next page…








After a number of years of evangelization, the third stage (the written gospels) appeared.  This stage came out of the Christian churches that were being established.  The message was no longer an attempt to convince hearers about Jesus’ resurrection and his role in God’s plan of salvation.  It was a message of how to live this new life in Christ in the ongoing life of the church and in the world.  Since the gospels were in Greek, they reflected the urban environments that were mostly outside of Palestine.  It was presumed there was a knowledge of the life of Jesus by this time and faith in him as the Christ.  Again the words and deeds of Jesus and the apostolic preaching about Jesus as the Christ were selected for their suitability as teachings in the particular churches.  They were revised, translated, and expanded to apply to the new dynamic that Christians were living with in these established churches.  It was evident by this time the return of Christ was not as imminent so focus was on how to live the faith for the long term.  

The Pontifical Biblical Commission declared the Stage Three documents (the written gospels) were not creations of their human authors but were the result of an organic process of transmission and development of the words and deeds of Jesus in a Spirit inspired community.    





THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Matthew, Mark and Luke are known as the Synoptic Gospels because of their similarity (synoptic means a general view of a subject).  All three books have a common view of the life of Jesus and can be placed side by side and easily compared.  Scripture scholars more than a century ago determined that each of these gospel writers used each other as sources.  They often have the exact same wording, the same comments, and the same order of stories.  The theory that was developed a century ago and that remains the best explanation for the relationship between these three gospels is known as the two-source hypothesis.  

According to this hypothesis, the gospel of Mark is the oldest of the gospels.  It is assumed that Matthew and Luke both had copies of Mark and used Mark as their primary source for their gospels.  

There are also sayings of Jesus that are not in Mark but that correspond exactly in Matthew and Luke.  If Matthew and Luke did not get these sayings from Mark, then scripture scholars hypothesized that there must have been  a 2nd written source which contained a collection of the sayings of Jesus that both Matthew and Luke would have had available to them but not available to Mark.  This source was known as the “Q” source (abbreviated from Quelle, the German word for source).    Next page…



The hypothesis was expanded when scholars determined there was source material unique to Matthew (M source) and another unique to Luke (L source).  These sources could have been other actual sources or just the perspective of Matthew and Luke.  

Scholars believe that both Mark and John also used outside sources in their gospels but Scripture Scholars have not been able to accurately reconstruct them.  



THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 
• Not one of the Twelve Apostles 

 
• A Jewish Christian 

 
• Gospel dated around 85 C.E. 

 
• Predominately Jewish Community - Possibly 

Antioch 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because, unlike the letters of Paul which announce in the opening verse who the sender and recipients are, the gospels are pretty much anonymous.  It is believed that the gospel of Matthew was not written by one of the 12 apostles.  In Mark’s list of the twelve, there is no apostle named Matthew but in Matthew’s gospel, the disciple who is named Levi in Mark becomes Matthew in his gospel.  It is almost certain the author of this gospel did not know Jesus firsthand but used the gospel of Mark for firsthand information.  

There are many characteristics that identify its author as a Jewish Christian, perhaps originally a Pharisaic scribe.  This gospel seems to have come out of a school of Christian rabbis who studied the scripture to come to a better understanding of Jesus.  

Because the author of Matthew used Mark which was written around 70 c.e. and seems to have had ample time to reflect on the consequences of the fall of Jerusalem in 70, scholars generally date the gospel to about 85 c.e..  

4.  There is nothing in Matthew’s gospel that explicitly places its origin but the community to which he wrote appears to be predominately Jewish.  The community was at one time closely linked to a Jewish community but later found itself in conflict with that community.  Antioch is a likely candidate for the location of Matthew’s community.  Antioch was a city with a large Jewish population and with a conservative Christian community that formed early and remained mostly Jewish for many years.  We know a lot about Antioch through Paul’s letters to the Galatians, the Acts of the Apostles and the writings of Ignatius of Antioch that came from the same time period.  These works allow us to reconstruct a community whose profile fits the community of Matthew.  







REASONS FOR MATTHEW’S 
GOSPEL 

Event 
• Destruction of the Temple 
• Exclusion from the Synagogue 
• Delay of the Parousia 

 
 

• Influx of Gentiles  
 

Theme 
• Jesus as the New Law 
• Anti-Pharisee Theme 
• Delay Parables 
• Lord is present in the Church 
• Mixed Church 
• Post resurrection ministry to Gentiles  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There were several events that had changed Matthew’s community since the time of the gospel of Mark.  With this in mind it is possible to understand how these events influenced the themes that are prevalent in Matthew’s gospel.  
The most significant event was the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem by the Romans.  Judaism was transformed since the Temple had been the center of their faith.  After the destruction of the Temple, the center of Judaism became the Law and a religion of the book and not the Temple.  

In parallel with this, Matthew portrayed Jesus as the New Law with Christianity becoming the religion of the book – the teachings of Jesus as the New Law. 

After the destruction of the Temple, the Sadducees were no longer the ruling party in Judaism and they were either destroyed or marginalized.  From this point on, Judaism was not led by priests but by rabbis, the Pharisaic teachers of the law.  With the Temple gone, the place of Judaism would be in the synagogue.  At the beginning, Christianity was merely a sect within Judaism.  Without the Temple and the focus shifting more on the law, Judaism moved towards greater unity and orthodoxy.  From about 80 c.e. on Christian Jews were considered a heretical sect of Judaism and not welcome in the synagogues.  

This led to an anti-Pharisee theme in Matthew’s gospel.  Matthew wrote of an intense conflict between Jesus and the Pharisees which actually would have come after the destruction of the temple.  This is something that has been read as anti-Jewish by some and even used by some later day Christians to blames Jews for the death of Jesus and even inflict punishment on them.  Matthew and his community still considered themselves Jewish and believed Jesus was the fulfillment of Judaism.  Matthew’s gospel reminds us how indebted we are to Jews for our faith.  That a faith in Jesus does not make us enemies of the Jews, but actually their brothers and sisters.  


Since Matthew wrote his gospel about fifty years after the death of Jesus and 15 years after the fall of Jerusalem, it was during the time when the Second Coming of Jesus no longer seemed imminent.  This delay of the Parousia had a major effect on his gospel as well as the other New Testament writings from this period.  

With this in mind, Matthew added several parables whose main point was that the 2nd Coming was delayed (the parables of the Faithful and Unfaithful servants and the Ten Virgins).  *Matthew’s community realized their experience of Christ was not confined to hope in his future coming but that Christ was present as Lord in the life of the community – in the Eucharist, in prophecies, in authoritative decisions and in their shared life.  “From where two or three are gathered…”  Matthew placed a greater emphasis on a correct life in the church.  To take up the cross and follow Jesus, to follow in his foot steps, and to preserver until Christ comes again no matter how long that may be.  * As times changed, being a Christian was not as difficult and dangerous as it once was.  Matthew placed an emphasis on those in the community who did not belong there or who did not live up to the requirements of the Christian life.  The Ten Virgins who foolishly wasted their lamp oil, The Faithful and Unfaithful Servants, The Talents, the Man without a wedding garment and the Judgement of the Nations are all parables about people who claim to be followers of Jesus but who do not make the cut and may be excluded at the final judgement.  The best example of this theme of a Mixed Church is found in the Sermon on the Mount, “Not everyone who says to me, Lord will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.  

9.  Finally Matthew’s gospel reflects the changes in ethnicity in the community.  What had originally been a conservative Jewish community, now experienced an influx of Gentiles.  

10.  To address this, Matthew writes in the Infancy Narrative about the magi who were Gentiles but had come to worship the Christ bearing gifts.  The other example is the Great Commission where the risen Jesus appears to the disciples and commands them to go and make disciples of all nations.   For Matthew the ministry of the earthly Jesus was only to the house of Israel but the ministry of the disciples is to include all nations, Gentiles as well as Jews.  

 




JESUS AS THE NEW LAW 
Structure of Matthew’s Gospel 

• 1st Discourse: Sermon on the Mount 
• 2nd Discourse: Missionary Discourse 
• 3rd Discourse: Parable Discourse 
• 4th Discourse: Community Discourse 
• 5th Discourse: End Time Discourse 

 
 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law 
or the prophets.  I have come not to abolish but to 

fulfill.”  Mt 5:17 
“…whoever breaks one of the least of these 

commandments and teaches others to do so will be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven.”  Mt 5:19 

 

 
 
 

 

  “For I was hungry and you gave 
me food, I was thirsty and you gave 

me drink, a stranger and you 
welcomed me, naked and you 

clothed me, ill and you cared for 
me, in prison and you visited me…”   

Mt 35:35 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Matthew’s gospel has a distinctive structure by collecting the teachings of Jesus into 5 major discourses that are bookended by the Infancy Narratives and the Great Commission.  Bullets
This 5 discourse structure is meant to imitate the five books of the Law in the Torah.  Matthew presents Jesus as the new lawgiver in the nature of Moses, but greater than Moses.  Matthew’s infancy narrative would be understood by his audience in terms of the infancy of Moses.  Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount is like Moses who receives the Law on Mount Sinai – but again emphasizing that Jesus is greater than Moses - Moses received the law from God but Jesus has the authority to promulgate the law himself.  
1.  Matthew establishes Jesus as the New Law in Matthew 5:17  Quote

Matthew not only pictures Jesus as the Law but as the one who teaches the correct interpretation of the law.  Matthew makes the law a central part of the Christian life.  In Matthew 5:19 we read,   Quote

For Matthew it is not faith alone that matters but also works.  In Matthew’s parable, Judgement of the Nations, Quote the criteria for being admitted to the kingdom of heaven are the corporal works of mercy; feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the imprisoned, and so forth.  




THE 
CHRISTOLOGY 

OF MATTHEW 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The gospel of Matthew points more to Jesus’ divinity than his humanity which is a sign of a higher Christology.  Matthew deletes the parts of other gospels that picture Jesus feeling pity, anger, or sorrow.  The Jesus of Matthew acts with assurance and confidence.  

Jesus simply refuses to work mighty deeds in Nazareth because of their lack of faith.  Matthew portrays Jesus as much more knowledgeable about the future and more in charge of what is happening.  

Jesus asks John the Baptist to baptize him even though John thinks this would be improper.  And Jesus knows what Judas is going to do before he does it and even tells him to go ahead and do it.  



THE GOSPEL OF MARK 

• The first and shortest Gospel written around 
70 C.E. 

• Author unknown 
• Written to a Gentile audience 
• Translates Aramaic sayings into Greek 

• “Talitha koum” – “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 
• “Ephphatha – “Be opened.” 
• “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani” – My God, my 

God, why have you forsaken me?” 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As we noted earlier, the gospel of Mark is the first gospel written and also the shortest in length.  Mark was the first person to bring the diverse stories about Jesus together in a single narrative.  

Traditionally, the Gospel of Mark has been attributed to John Mark, the cousin of Barnabas who accompanied Paul on his missionary journey but scholars are not convinced.  In short, the author is unknown.

Scholars are fairly certain this gospel was written to a mainly Gentile audience and may have been written for the Christian community in Rome.  Mark is not familiar with the geography of Palestine and presumes some customs that are principally associated with Rome. A primary theme of Mark’s gospel is of persecution which fits with the persecution of Christians by Nero.  

Mark writes in Greek for an audience that does not understand the Aramaic words that occur in some of the stories.  Bullets





THEMES OF THE GOSPEL OF MARK 

Jesus asked them, “But who 
do you say that I am?”  

Peter said to him in reply, 
“You are the Messiah.”  

Then he warned them not 
to tell anyone about him.   

MK 8:29 

“Get behind me, Satan, You are 
thinking not as God does, but as 

human beings do.”  MK 8:33 

“Whoever wishes to come after 
me must deny himself, take up his 

cross, and follow me.  For 
whoever wishes to save his life will 

lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for my sake and that of the 

gospel will save it.”  MK 8:34-35 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The gospel of Mark is characterized by two important themes.  
The first is the Messianic Secret which is the biggest puzzle in Mark’s gospel.  Even though Jesus is Son of God and a powerful teacher and healer, he sometimes commands people to remain silent.  It includes Jesus’ commands to demons to be quiet about his identity, his command to those healed to not tell anyone the revelation of who he is.  This theme also includes his words about the secret of the kingdom of God, speaking in parables and the misunderstanding of his deeds and his person by the disciples themselves.  This secret of who Jesus is builds throughout the gospel and eventually becomes clear to the reader that the truth of Jesus’ identity can be understood only after his death and resurrection.  The key to this puzzle lies in the middle of the gospel where Peter recognizes that Jesus is God’s messiah and is immediately told not to tell anyone.  Quote  Jesus tries to explain to his disciples that his role as messiah is one of suffering and death.  The Messianic secret points to the paradox of who Jesus is: the powerful Son of God who is destined to die on the cross.  

The 2nd theme of Mark is known as the failure of the disciples.  Jesus makes an effort to gather a group of specially chosen disciples to accompany him, he instructs them and takes them with him apart from the crowd.  But as the gospel progresses it is obvious the disciples have a lack of understanding of who Jesus is and his mission.  They grow increasingly resistant to what Jesus is trying to teach them and even deserting him entirely at his arrest. Quote  The cause of this failure is the disciples’ inability to understand the importance of Jesus’ death. 

 Jesus is constantly confronting them about their desire for power, glory, and victory instead of victory with lowliness, suffering and death.  Quote  Mark’s gospel is clear: To be a disciple of Jesus one must be willing to be lowly, suffer and die just as Jesus, the Son of God did and that path to lowliness, suffering and death can only be achieved through Christ.  



LITERARY CHARACTERISTIC OF 
MARK 

Intercalation or Sandwiching 
• The story of the fig tree – Cleansing of the Temple – the 

withered fig tree 
• The healing of Jarius’s daughter – Healing of the woman 

with a hemorrhage – the raising of the Jarius’ daughter 
• The healing of the Paralytic – the call of Levi – Picking 

grain on the Sabbath - The man with the withered hand 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A literary characteristic of Mark is what is called Intercalation or Sandwiching where he would place one story within the context of another story.  Mark’s stories begin and end abruptly with generalized summaries between two similar stories.  

The story of the fig tree where Jesus curses it for not having any fruit.  This forms the outside framework for Jesus’ cleansing of the temple followed by the story of the withered fig tress that Jesus had cursed.  

The healing of Jarius’ daughter which is interrupted by the healing of a woman who has been hemorrhaging for twelve years.  Following the healing of the woman Jesus goes to the home of Jarius where his daughter had died where he told the little girl to rise.  Both of these stories are “sandwiched” together because they emphasize the faith of those who ask Jesus for healing.  

Mark’s healing stories have sayings about Jesus’ authority to forgive and the appropriateness of healing on the Sabbath.  We see this in the healing of the Paralytic and the man with the withered hand.  “Sandwiched” between them is the call of Levi the tax collector and the story of the disciples picking grain on the Sabbath.  





DISCIPLESHIP IN MARK 
“But of that day or hour, no one knows, neither the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.”  Mk 
13:32 
 
“Watch out for yourselves.  They will hand you over to 
the courts.  You will be beaten in synagogues.  You will 
be arraigned before governors and kings because of 
me, as a witness before them. … You will be hated by all 
because of my name. But the one who perseveres to 
the end will be saved.”  Mk 13:9,13 
 
“Go, sell what you have, and give to the poor and you 
will have treasure in heaven, then come, follow me.  At 
that statement his face fell and he went away sad for he 
had many possessions.”  Mk10:21-22 
 
Redemption in spite of human failure.   
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discipleship is one of the central issues in Mark.  The gospel was written for Christians suffering persecution.  Mark is speaking to an audience who wonders why the powerful Jesus, the Son of God, did not step in to save them.  Mark warns about speculation like that and insists that even the Son does not know when God would bring judgement.  Quote  Mark insisted that if Jesus did not know then no human being will know and that the disciple has to be always ready for the coming of the Lord.

Mark also says that discipleship will not be easy and prophesies suffering for those who preach the gospel but they are to be confident that God is with them in suffering and they will be saved.  Quote

Mark warns against thinking in terms of human greatness and power as well as material riches.  The story of the rich man whom Jesus loved but who could not bring himself to give up that wealth to become a disciple.  Quote

Bullet Mark also acknowledges that even though we may fail at discipleship through fear, weakness, or a lack of understanding and faith, we can be forgiven and invited back into discipleship.  We see this in the story of the women who heard the angel announce the good news that Jesus had risen but who ran away in fear.  �With the sons of Zebedee who sought positions of honor in the kingdom and of course the failure of Peter to stand with Jesus in his final hours even to the point of denying him three times. 
 We know that each of these disciples who failed at one time or another were faithful in the end, even through suffering and death.  Mark’s gospel gives us examples of divine forgiveness and love that is extended to us thru Jesus’ death and is given even thru human failure.  The cross is so central to Mark that it shapes his entire gospel and shapes his vision of discipleship.  Mark maintains that Jesus is there “ahead of his disciples” always reaching out to save them.  



THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 

• Luke, the beloved Physician 
 

• A Gentile Christian writing for Theolphilius, a 
Gentile Christian   
 

• Written around the 70’s to 80’s C.E. 
 
• A historian 

 
• Author of the Book of Acts 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is believed the gospel of Luke was written by someone called Luke, the beloved physician, a traveling companion of Paul.  

Luke, a Gentile and probably a 2nd or 3rd generation Christian, wrote his gospel for Theophilius, a Gentile Christian who was thought to be his benefactor.  The word Theophilius literally means “friend of God”.  

Luke’s gospel would have been written after Mark’s gospel since Mark served as one of Luke’s sources.  Around 70’s to 80’s C.E.

Luke was a careful historian who wrote the story of Jesus and the church through the lens of a historical perspective.  He set the scene of Jesus’ birth in it political context by mentioning various rulers such as Herod, King of Judea, Caesar Augustus, ruler of the Roman Empire and Quirinius, governor of Syria.  He also references particular places such as Nazareth and Bethlehem.  Luke gives credit to earlier eyewitnesses and those who shared the good news but insisted on developing a tradition that is complete with an accurate accounting of Jesus.  

Luke is also attributed with writing the Acts of the Apostles where the mission of Jesus is carried out through the missionary discipleship and the work of the early church.  



CHARACTERISTICS 
OF THE GOSPEL OF 
LUKE AND ACTS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The gospel of Luke divides salvation history into three ages all led and guided by the Holy Spirit:  
The first is the Time of Israel.  In the first two chapters of Luke, members of Israel (Zechariah, Elizabeth, John, Simeon & Anna) are given the Holy Spirit and proclaim God’s work of salvation.  

The 2nd age is the time of Jesus.  At the baptism of Jesus in chapter 3 the Spirit descends on Jesus and then for the rest of Jesus’ ministry, the Holy Spirit works through him.  

The 3rd is the time of the Church.  After Jesus’ death and resurrection, he promises that he will send the promise of his Father on them.  Then in the Acts of the Apostles, also written by Luke, the Spirit descends on the disciples of Jesus and the rest of Acts chronicles the missionary work of the first disciples as they are led by the Holy Spirit.  



JESUS AS PROPHET AND TEACHER 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Luke presents Jesus as a prophet and teacher and his gospel declares that following Jesus means going in the way that he leads.  

The gospel of Luke describes the ministry of Jesus as a journey to Jerusalem, to his suffering and death.

In Acts, Luke describes the ministry of Paul as a journey to Rome, to his own suffering and eventual death.  A correlation between Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem and Paul’s journey to Rome.

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus often teaches his disciples in the context of meals such as the banquet at Levi the tax collectors home, dinner at Simeon the Pharisee’s home and the sinful woman, feeding of the 5000, the hospitality of Martha and Mary, inviting himself to Zacchaeus’ home for dinner, the last supper and the breaking of bread at Emmaus.  This meal theme was characteristic of Greco-Roman tradition where discussion of philosophy and ethics took place in the context of a meal.  The meal theme also calls to mind the Jewish idea of the heavenly banquet.    Next page…






Luke often pictures Jesus at prayer.  This attitude of prayer is related to the attitude for joy.  For Luke, what has happened in Jesus is good news of great joy.  At the annunciation, Mary’s spirit rejoices in God.  The parables of the Lost Sheep, Lost Coin and Lost Son all have a theme of rejoicing.   At the end of Luke’s gospel we see the disciples return to Jerusalem after Jesus’ ascension filled with great joy.  Prayer, praise and rejoicing mark the new age that has begun in Jesus.  

Luke’s gospel emphasizes much more on the poor, the lowly and the outsiders than the other gospels.  Luke’s beatitudes speak of the actual poor (those poor in human need) and not the poor in spirit as in Matthew.  Luke tells several parables about the poor; the parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man being the most notable.  He also tells stories of the marginalized such as the Samaritans, women and sinners more frequently than other gospels.  



MARY, THE 
FIRST DISCIPLE 
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Surprisingly the New Testament records very little about the details of Mary’s background and life.  What we do have is primarily focused on her relationship to her son Jesus.  Of the gospels, Luke gives the most attention to Mary.  Mary takes center stage as the story of the annunciation and visitation unfold and her destiny to be the mother of Jesus is revealed.  In Luke’s gospel Mary expresses her response to God’s mysterious will in the Canticle of Mary.  Filled with Old Testament imagery, it shows that Mary consents totally to God’s will, even without understanding it fully reminiscent of Abraham, Moses and the prophets.  

In the Acts of the Apostles, Luke portrays Mary as a member of the early Christian community and was present at Pentecost when the Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles.  



THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 

• Author unknown 
• “He who saw this has testified so that you also 

may believe.  His testimony is true, and he knows 
that he tells the truth.” Jn 19:33 

• “This is the disciple who is testifying to these 
things and has written them, and we know his 
testimony is true.”  Jn 21:24 

• Written as late as 90 C.E. 
• Jewish Christians who remained connected to 

a synagogue originally 
• Spiritual and Historical 
• Johannine Community originally from Palestine 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1.  The author of the Gospel of John is not identified in the original text but only in later tradition.  The author is mentioned although indirectly in the crucifixion scene in the gospel.  Bullet quotes

Modern scholars agree the final version of the gospel of John was not written by a disciple of Jesus who accompanied him during his life but was written later as late as 90 c.e..  Scholars agree that John’s gospel probably went through numerous versions before its final form.  It is possible the earliest version did come from an original disciple of Jesus, the disciple with the title “the Beloved Disciple” but scholars are divided on this opinion.  

The Johannine (yo-han-ine) community was originally made up of Jewish Christians who remained part of the synagogue.  At some point, they were no longer welcome in the Jewish synagogue because of their Christian beliefs.  We see this reflected in the way John’s gospel talks about the Jews, their synagogue and about their Jewish leaders.  This is not an anti-Semitic attitude but just one Jewish community angry with another and the disputes that were becoming more and more prevalent between Jews and Christians.   

For a long time it was assumed that John’s gospel was a spiritual gospel with little historical data but with recent archaeological discoveries and further study of ancient Judaism and Palestine,  some historical data that is not found in the synoptic gospels are found in John.  

With this information, is it now assumed the Johannine community was originally from Palestine.  It was a community that was open to Hellenistic Jews and even Samaritans.





JOHN, A DISTINCTIVE 
GOSPEL 
• Different set of stories and 

sayings of Jesus 
• Seven Miracles 
• No Parables 
• Dependent on traditions 

unique to the Johannine 
Community 

• The Johannine Community was 
isolated and suffered internal 
conflict 
 

Presenter
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The Gospel of John is different from the other gospels, with its own literary style and theology.  It contains a whole different set of stories and sayings of Jesus and places stories that are in common with the synoptic gospels in different parts of the narrative.  Such as the cleansing of the Temple is at the beginning in John’s gospel whereas it is at the end in the synoptic gospels.  

There are 7 miracles in John which are presented not so much as miracles but as signs that point to a deeper theological meaning.  

There are no parables in John but instead long discourses that are highly symbolic.  

The gospel of John does not depend on Mark or any of the other gospels as a source.  John’s writing is dependent primarily on traditions that were unique to the Johannine (yo-han-ine) Community.  There are a few places where some of the story coincides with the Mark and Luke, especially in the passion narrative leading scholars to believe there may have been a shared source for the passion narrative.  

John’s community was isolated from and even looked down upon by the emerging Christian church that used the gospels of Mark, Matthew, Luke and the letters of Paul.  During the 2nd century, the Johannine community suffered internal conflict (we read about this in the 1 Letter of John in the Catholic Letters of the bible) with one part of the community joining the greater church community bringing with them John’s gospel and the letters of John.  





STRUCTURE OF THE GOSPEL OF 
JOHN • Prologue – Great Hymn to the Logos 

• Book of Signs 
• Changing water into wine at the wedding at 

Cana (Jn 2:1-11); 
• Healing the royal official’s son (Jn 4:46-54) 
• Healing the paralyzed man at the pool of 

Bethesda in Jerusalem (Jn 5:1-15) 
• Feeding the 5,000 (Jn 6:5-14) 
• Walking on water (Jn 6:16-21) 
• Healing the man born blind (Jn 9:1-7) 
• Raising Lazarus from the dead (Jn 11:1-45) 

• Book of Glory 
• Last Supper Discourse, Passion, Resurrection 

• Epilogue – Final Resurrection Appearance  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 The structure of John is divided into two main parts; the Book of Signs and the Book of Glory. 
John’s gospel begins with a Prologue which is called the Great Hymn to the Logos which states the main themes of the gospel; life, light, truth, the world, testimony, and the preexistence of Jesus Christ, the incarnate Logos, who reveals God the Father.  

The Book of Signs is made up of seven signs or miracles.  Bullets 

The Book of Glory contains Jesus’ Last Supper Discourse, his Passion, and the Resurrection appearance stories.  

The Epilogue contains the final Resurrection appearance stories.  





LOGOS 
CHRISTOLOGY 

• Christology that begins 
with the preexistent Word 
(Logos) 

• The Word “comes down” 
to assume human flesh on 
earth  

• Highest Christology 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The fact that John’s community was open to those outside the traditional Jewish Christian society, the inclusion of Hellenistic Jews and Samaritans (the woman at the well), this led to the formation of the unique Johannine Christology – a Logos Christology.  Something that separated them from the community of the Jewish synagogue.  

Logos Christology is a Christology that begins with the preexistent Word or Logos with God in heaven and emphasized Jesus’ divinity.  

With a Logos Christology, the Word comes down to assume human flesh on earth and to accomplish our redemption by dying on the cross, rising and returning as Lord to heaven. John proposes that Jesus preexisted with God the Father who sent him down to earth for a time to testify to the truth and to bring people to faith.  Then, in his passion, death and resurrection, Jesus returned to his heavenly existence and glory.  

The Gospel of John has the highest Christology of any of the gospels emphasizing the divinity of Jesus and describing his relationship with the Father that is even more intimate than the Synoptic gospels.  This gospel uses language that ascribes divinity to Jesus Christ in his very being, as opposed to only honorary titles.  An example of this is the title “Word of God” used in John’s prologue.  God’s Word as the very essence of God, it is by God’s Word that the world is created and to define Jesus as the Word is to describe him in divine terms.  





I AM SAYINGS 

“When you lift up the Son of Man; than you will realize that I AM, and that I do 
nothing on my own, I say only what the Father taught me.”  Jn 8:28 

“Amen, amen, I say to you, before Abraham came to be, I AM.”  Jn 8:58 
“From now on I am telling you before it happens, so that when it happens you 

may believe I AM.”  Jn 13:19 
 I AM the Bread of Life  Jn 6:35 
 I AM the light of the world  Jn 8:12, 9:5 
 I AM the door of the sheep  Jn 10:7,9 
 I AM the Good Shepherd  Jn 10:11,14 
 I AM the Resurrection and the Life  Jn 11: 25 
 I AM the Way, the Truth, the Life  Jn 14:16 
 I AM the True Vine  Jn 15:1 

 

Presenter
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John goes even further by saying that the Word was with God from the beginning and the Word was divine.  The I AM sayings in John imply Jesus’ equality with God in a way that is not found in the other gospels.  Quotes

One set of sayings is metaphorical  in which Jesus identifies himself in comparison to something else, usually in response to some action that he has performed. For example, "I am the bread of life" follows a feeding miracle.  (5000) The implication here is that the actions of Jesus demonstrate who he is for those who are willing to believe.  This is an outworking of the theme of revelatory "signs" (or miracles) that are also unique to John’s Gospel. The "I am" sayings are an explanation of the signs that move beyond the physical actions of Jesus.  Bullets






JESUS – 
FULLY GOD 
AND FULLY 
HUMAN 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We also have to keep in mind that Christian faith as expressed in our Catholic Creeds demand both the human and the divine aspects of Jesus’ identity.  That these aspects are equal, Jesus Christ is fully God and fully Human.  To focus on one above the other leads to a heretical stance that has happened frequently over the history of Christianity.  John’s gospel ultimately retains a balance by emphasizing both the human and the divine quality of Jesus.  We see this in the cleansing of the Temple with Jesus’ temper getting the best of him when he sees the money changers.  In the Samaritan woman at the well where Jesus stops because he is tired and thirsty.  With the story of Lazarus and the tears that Jesus sheds for his friend who has died.  

The point of John’s gospel is to bring its reader to faith in Jesus as the messiah, the Son of God.  The gospel presumes that we already know something about Jesus.  This is not a beginners gospel.  It is addressed to those is weak as well as those whose faith is strong.  John insists that Only God can do the signs that Jesus does.  Only God can offer those who believe,  eternal life.  




ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 

Presenter
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Where the story ends in the gospel, Luke picks it up in the Acts of the Apostles.  It is uncertain whether Luke meant for Acts to be a sequel of his gospel. Acts tells the story of the spread of the Gospel and the growth of the early church from its beginning at Pentecost, after the ascension of Jesus, through the preaching of Peter, Paul and the others disciples; all under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

There are some things in Acts that seem to be repeats of stories but when he does repeat, he creates a different version.  Usually that version contains new information that is appropriate to the particular point in the narrative. This takes place in Acts with the three versions of Paul’s conversion.  The introductions are very similar in all three but the final version expands the description of the light and embellishes on the theme of turning from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God.  

One might expect Acts to end with the story of Paul’s martyrdom instead we last see him in Acts “preaching the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness, unhindered.    

Peter and the disciples carry the story in the first half of Acts ending with James and the others setting the terms which Gentiles are to be admitted to this new
Next page…




 movement.  After that, the story belongs entirely to Paul as God’s instrument in spreading the gospel.  Only in Acts do we learn such facts about Paul as being from Tarsus, that he held Roman citizenship, was a tent-maker or leather worker, and was expelled from Corinth under Gallio a Roman Senator.  The historical accuracy of Acts comes into question since it seems much different from Paul’s actual letters.  So these details could be in question.  

5.  Acts contains a larger percentage of speech making and direct discourse than other scriptural writings.  It is thought these speeches were Luke’s view of what early missionary preaching would be like.  Maybe they were based on what he experienced in his own community.  

6.  Luke’s emphasis on the geographical spread of Christianity underscores the important role of the church in salvation.  From the time of Pentecost, pilgrims from nations east and west, were able to hear the good news from the journeys of Peter, Paul and the other disciples.  Acts also preserves stories about the early Jerusalem community that was less than idyllic as the early Jewish Christians lived with the tension of change in the early years.  Acts links the appointment of Stephen and others as deacons with a quarrel between Aramaic and Greek speaking Christians.  

7.  Although the role of the deacons was primarily distribution of food among the poor, the most famous Stephen, was martyred for preaching the gospel.  Luke concludes that persecution was followed by the spread of Christianity outside of Jerusalem.

8.  The Holy Spirit frequently intervenes in the story of Acts many times in the form of visions.  It was a vision that led to the conversion of Cornelius, the centurion and Paul expanding his missionary activity into Greece.  






DISCIPLESHIP IN 
ACTS 

• Hospitality and sharing 
with the poor 
 

• Piety 
 

• Persecution 

Presenter
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Discipleship in Acts is different from the gospels and Paul’s letters.  In Acts the basic themes of salvation history and the fact that God’s promises have been fulfilled in Jesus are used.  Luke emphasizes that all people are called to believe in Jesus, to repent, to receive forgiveness for sin, and to join the new fellowship of believers.  Luke is aware of the fact this Christian movement is something very new.  He uses a distinctive name for the group, ‘the way’.  Acts looks back to the stories of the earliest Christian communities as examples for discipleship.  

One is hospitality and sharing with the poor.  Luke emphasizes the unity of the first Jerusalem Christians and how they shared all things in common.  The wealthy sold possessions to share with the poor and to help the apostles in their ministry.  

Another theme is piety.  Acts emphasized Jesus’ own roots among the faithful pious persons of Israel.  In the early Jerusalem community the members gather daily in the temple area and house churches for prayer and they reject all pagan religious practices.  Prayer accompanied all the important acts of the community such as the appointment of leaders and healings.  Prayer is central to their Christian life.

The third theme of discipleship is persecution.  Persecution is a thread that runs throughout Acts.  The first disciples pray for boldness in proclaiming the gospel despite the constant threat of persecution and death.  The disciples accept persecution without anger and rejoice in the salvation that God is bringing to the people through their testimony.  Stories of Christians singing as they are thrown into the coliseum with the lions.  




THE PAULINE CORPUS 
• Born to Jewish parents in Tarsus 
• Roman citizen by birth  
• A Hebrew among Hebrews 
• Of the party of the Pharisees 
• Neither imposing nor articulate 
• Performed miracles 
• A theology of the Risen Jesus 
• Paul and Women 
• Marital state 
• Died a martyr in Rome about 66-67 C.E. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The second section of the New Testament is the Pauline corpus, the 14 letters of St. Paul.  The Letter to the Hebrews, is sometimes categorized with the other letters because this letter does not claim Paul as the author. 

The information we get from Acts tells us that Paul was born to Jewish parents in Tarsus, a predominately Greek city, in around the year 10 C.E. and given the Hebrew name Saul and the Greek name Paul.      

Paul was a Roman citizen by birth when meant his father was a Roman citizen.  

Paul tells us that he a Hebrew among Hebrews which meant that his family would have been traditional Jews, reading the scripture in the original Hebrew.  Normally Hellenistic Jews (Jews living in Greek cities outside of Palestine) would have read the scriptures in Greek.

 Paul tells us he was of the party of the Pharisees which means he would have held not only to the written law but also to the oral law.  He would have believed in the resurrection of the dead  and would have looked for the coming of a messiah at the end of the world.                

Paul says that although he was educated in both the Hebrew scriptures and in Greek rhetoric, he was neither imposing nor articulate.  He was not a great orator or had a charismatic personality but his letter were powerful revealing a man who is persistent, fearless, demanding and single-minded.         Next page…



  Acts tells us that Paul performed several miraculous healings and had prophetic and visionary gifts.  

Paul’s theology is his experience of the risen Jesus.  In Acts, Luke describes in detail Paul’s journey to Damascus and his conversion experience.  Previously Paul was convinced that Jesus was cursed by God but the appearance of the risen Christ proved to him that Jesus was raised in glory by God and was God’s chosen one.  Paul comes to the conclusion that being right with God is a free gift and is not a reward for obedience to the law.  There is no real ‘theology of Paul’ since he was writing his letters to a particular community about a particular problem and not about a formal theology.  

There are some who consider Paul as no friend of women.  His letters speak of how women should wear their hair and if should be covered, speaking in churches and that women should be subservient to their husbands.  Scholars have determined that some of these problematic texts came from later letters or edits.  Also we have to look at the time and culture of the communities that Paul was writing to.  To look at it through the lens of a 1st century church, not the culture of the 21st century.  

Paul wrote that he was unmarried at the time he wrote to the Corinthians.  We do not know if he was ever married, if he was divorced or widowed.  

It is thought that Paul died a martyr’s death in Rome about 66-67 C.E.  So as you can see, Paul’s letters would have been written before the gospels.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     




• Authorship of Paul’s 
Letters 

• The form of Paul’s Letters 
• Salutation 
• Thanksgiving 
• Main Body 
• Closing 

“Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and 
Sosthenes our brother, to the church of God that is in Corinth, in you 
who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be holy, with all 
those everywhere who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
their Lord and ours.  Grace to you and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor.   

 “I give thanks to my God always on your account for the grace of 
God bestowed on you in Christ Jesus, that in him you were enriched in 

every way, with all discourse and all knowledge, as the testimony to 
Christ was confirmed among you, so that you are not lacking in any 
spiritual gift as you wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He 
will keep you firm to the end, irreproachable on the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  God is faithful, and by him you are called to fellowship 

with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”  1 Cor. 

“Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, be courageous, be strong.  
Your every act should be done in love.”  1 Cor. 

 “The Churches of Asia send you greetings, Aquila and Prisca together 
with the church at their house send you many greetings in the Lord.  All 
the brothers greet you.  Greet one another with a holy kiss.  I, Paul, write 
you this greeting in my own hand.  If anyone does not love the Lord, let 

him be accursed.  Marana tha.  The grace of the Lord Jesus be with 
you.  My love to all of you in Christ Jesus.”  1 Cor.   
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Paul wrote his letters only to the communities that he himself had formed.  The one exception was the letter to the Romans.  Paul had planned to visit them and hoped to make them a center for his missionary activity and he went to great pains to write to them even though they were not a community he had founded.  It is thought that Paul wrote more letters than we have.  Even 1st Corinthians mentions a previous letter.  Hebrews was attributed to Paul by the later church but does not have Paul as the addressee in the letter itself so we won’t include it in this list.    

Scholars have determined that several of the letters were not written by Paul but dictated to a scribe after which Paul signed them.  It is unknown if Paul just gave the scribes an outline of what he wanted written and let them fill in the blanks or if he dictated the letters word for word.  There is also evidence that later editors or copiers of the letters may have added material to Paul’s letters.  Scholars have made several attempts to resolve contradictions by suggesting that a certain verse is not from Paul himself but added later.  

The form that Paul uses in his letters is one that someone would use in writing a personal letter in the Hellenistic world of the first century

The Salutation contains the name of the sender, the name of the recipients and a greeting.  In Paul’s letters, the designation to the sender usually refer to Paul’s claim to be an apostle and having been commissioned by God.  Quote   Next page…


The next element in Paul’s letters is the Thanksgiving.  There would be a blessing of the recipient.  Quote

In the Main Body of the letter, Paul makes a request or states the purpose of the letter. Quote The Main Body of Paul’s letters are divided into two sections.  The Doctrinal Section is usually made up of a number of different points in which Paul responds to questions from the communities or to address problems he has heard about.  In the Hortatory Section Paul gives exhortations to good behavior or encouragement to stay the course.

The Closing usually includes greetings to friends and family members of the receiver, an affirmation that the letter came from Paul’s hand, concluding with a benediction.  



THE CATHOLIC LETTERS 
• Hebrews: The Divine Son & The Heavenly High 

Priest 
“Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and 
evidence of things not seen.”  Heb 11:1 

• James: the Legacy of Jewish Christianity 
• 1 Peter: the “Holy People of God” 

“Resist him, steadfast in faith, knowing that your 
fellow believers throughout the world undergo the 
same sufferings.”  1 Peter 5:9 

• 2 Peter: Christian Eschatology 
• 1, 2, 3 John:  The Johannine Epistles 
• Jude:  The False Teachers 
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The writings in this section of the New Testament are often called the Catholic Letters and reflect the churches the apostles left behind.  They come from the generation of scripture writers after the epistles and the gospels.  As was mentioned earlier, Hebrews is thought of as one from this section by scripture scholars.  Origen, the 3rd century interpreter of scripture, concluded that Hebrews is worthy of apostolic teaching but most likely written by someone other than Paul or someone in the Pauline tradition.  Hebrews lacks the formal structure of a letter that Paul is known for and its focus is more on Christ as our access to the heavenly world.  Hebrews develops two key images of Christ:  Christ as the divine Son who is the eternal image of God and Christ as the heavenly high priest who belongs to an eternal order of priesthood.  The definition of faith in Hebrews 11:1 is the classic definition in the Christian tradition.  Quote

James is not identified as one of the apostles but only as “a slave of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ”.  The letter is markedly Jewish in character reflecting a Greek speaking community and is, in general, moral advice.  It speaks of the necessity for works in addition to faith, a popular slogan of Paul.  The community of James has institutionalized healing in a ritual of anointing and prayer for the sick by the elders of the church.  James’ community  developed a form of mutual confession and prayer for forgiveness.  

1st Peter follows the basic skeleton of a letter as in the Pauline collection but there is none of the personal elements typical of Paul’s letters.  The author is thought to be an anonymous disciple of Peter since there is nothing in the letter that would indicate the author spent any time in the company of Jesus.  This letter claims to be written from Babylon, a code name for Rome which was not used until after the fall of Jerusalem, and is addressed to the five provinces in Asia Minor.  1st Peter is concerned with shaping Christian life in the face of ongoing persecution.  The author focuses on Christian duties necessary to persevere in the face of persecution looking at the example of Peter and Jesus as models of Christian suffering.  To resist the devil who uses our suffering to destroy our faith.  Quote



2nd Peter is also attributed to an anonymous Christian that could have been a disciple of Peter.  This letter seeks to strengthen readers in faith, hope in the future, knowledge, love and other virtues.  2nd Peter deals with the problem of the continuing of apostolic tradition and the emergence of a Christian canon of scripture.  2nd Peter condemns false teachers, some who deny the second coming of Christ, that divine punishment will overtake these false teachers.  It reminds its readers of the divine authenticity of Christ’s teaching, emphasizes Christian conduct and the exalted dignity of Jesus through the witness of his transfiguration.  

The three letters of John are thought not to have been written by the author of the gospel of John but are clearly in that tradition and written for communities that used the gospel of John.  1st John is not really a letter but a homily on true Johannine tradition.  Although it uses the theological language of the gospel of John, it never cites it directly.  2nd and 3rd John, on the other hand, are short letters.  2nd John directs a church in the Johannine circle to exclude persons who have separated themselves from the community and are luring others away with false teachings about Jesus.  3rd John deals with a different crisis, the need to provide hospitality to missionaries.  These epistles make a strong plea to the readers to remain in communion with the authentic Johannine tradition that they have ‘heard from the beginning’.   

The author of Jude is referred to as Jude, a slave of Jesus Christ and brother of James.  This letter is addressed in the most general terms to those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept safe for Jesus Christ.  The purpose is to warn against false teachers as in 2nd Peter.  Jude implies that straying would mean following these false teachers.  There are so many similarities between Jude and 2nd Peter that scholars feel there must be a relationship between them or that they borrowed from the same source.  Most scholars believe that Jude is the earliest of the two. 








REVELATION 

• John, the author 
• Written around 90-96 C.E. 
• Christians and the Roman 

Empire 
• Apocalypse 
• Prophesy  
• Use of Old Testament 
• What has happened in 

Christ 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The final Catholic Letter of the New Testament is the Apocalypse or Revelation to John.  It is one of the most difficult books in the bible to understand because it is full of unfamiliar and extravagant symbolism.  The author of Revelation has traditionally been attributed to the author of the gospel of John who was the son of Zebedee but scholars now believe it was written by a different John.  This John appears to be well known to the churches of Asia and he tells us that he found himself ‘on the island called Patmos”, thought to be in the Aegean Sea between Greece and Asia Minor, because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.  

There is very little to go on in trying to date this work.  Irenaeus says it was written during the time of the emperor Domitian (81-96 C.E.).  The author speaks of Babylon when referring to Rome which was common after Rome had destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple, a reference to what Babylon had done 600 years earlier.  

In the past, it was thought that Revelation was written in response to a crisis of severe persecution of the Christians.  There was some localized persecution and social ostracizing,  modern scholars believe that John was trying to make a powerful argument for the way Christians should relate to the Roman Empire.   John of Revelation saw an unbridgeable rift between the philosophy of the Roman Empire and that of the Christian community.  John’s writing was a warning about the power and wealth of the empire that could be a stumbling block to a life fulfilled in the gospel.  John saw that the Christian community had become lax with the Parousia or 2nd coming seeming less and less eminent.  John was convinced Christians were under attack even if the weapons weren’t swords.    Next page…




4.  The word Revelation is the English translation of the Greek word Apocalypsis, the word the author used to describe his work.  Many Jewish and Christian texts from this period are referred to as apocalypse which is revelation about a future time and a new order that is given to a human seer through the mediation of an angel interpreter.  The book of Revelation is classed as apocalypse because it is John’s account of a revelation he received in a heavenly vision.  Most apocalypse literature is written by a claimed hero of the past who is passing on their revelation of the future in a vision.  There are some who have thought that Revelation is this kind of apocalypse literature and a look into the future which has led to many misleading end-of-the-world predictions.  

5.  In contrast to this warning of future events, the author of Revelation is a well-known prophet of the community who uses his own name and prophetic charism to support the claims he is making.  He intention is not to foretell the future but is more a prophecy as in the prophets of old testament.  

6.  John uses the Old Testament in a way that other apocalypse literature have not.  There are approximately 520 references to the Old Testament but no direct quotations from scripture.  John of Revelation presents the Christ event as the fulfillment of all of the Old Testament prophecy.  

7.  Revelation is more concerned with what has happed in Christ than any future intervention of God.  Revelation describes the intervention as having taken place already.  In Revelation the Lamb who was slain is Jesus the Christ.  The intervention of God has already taken place and in a way that was totally unexpected.  
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The most notable feature of the Book of Revelation is its collections of sevens.  The first are the 7 letters to 7 specific churches.  John begins by telling the readers of the vision he had where there was a voice like a trumpet and when he turned to whose voice it was he saw 7 golden lampstands and in the midst of the lampstands was the son of man and in his hand he held 7 stars.  John explains the 7 lampstands are the 7 churches and the 7 stars the angels of each of the churches.  Through this vision, John wrote 7 letters to the 7 churches.  These are concrete and real letters that John sends to these communities of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodecia because he is familiar with their struggles and life.  These letters serves as an introduction to the book and gives us a glimpse of the real situation of late first century Asia Minor and the Christian church located there.  

Another repeated element in Revelation is the Scroll.  In his vision, John as the seer, sees a scroll in the hand of God.  There is a search for the one worthy to open the scroll and eventually it is the Lamb who was slain, Jesus, who is the worthy one.  This begins the opening of the 7 seals on the scroll.  The first four seals unleash the four horseman; the first the conqueror on a white horse, the second representing a bloody war riding on a red horse, the third which is famine on a black horse and the fourth, death, on a pale green horse.  The horsemen are followed by the Martyrs crying out for judgment.  This was followed by a great earthquake and the last the sealing of the servants from the 12 tribes of Israel.   Next page…



Next are the seven trumpets with the first six modeled on the plagues of Egypt in Exodus.  The seventh trumpet proclaims the coming of God’s reign after the victory over diabolical powers.  

The final group of seven are the seven bowls of wrath modeled again on the plagues of Egypt.  Angels are given seven bowls to pour out onto the earth as a sign of God’s fury.  The first making sores on those who worship the beast which represents the Roman Empire.  The 2nd turns the sea to blood where everything in it dies.  The 3rd bowl turn the water in all the rivers and fountains into blood representing a just judgement for the blood of the martyrs.  The 4th scorches humans with the sun who blaspheme God and do not repent.  The 5th bowl pours out the throne beast or forces of evil and darkens the kingdom for the humans who curse God for the sores and do not repent.  The 6th bowl pours out demonic spirits on the Euphrates and the 7th bowl pours out into the air creating thunder, quakes, cities splitting and islands and mountains vanishing.  

Each of these groupings of seven are structured around three scrolls.  There is the scroll handed to the worthy one with the seven seals.  After the blowing of the seven trumpets, the seer sees an angel descend from heaven with a small scroll that is already opened and the seer is told to eat the scroll and is commanded to prophesy again about many peoples and nations.  








THE BOOK OF LIFE  
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The final scroll is described as the Book of Life.  
This section of Revelation begins with the Thousand year reign.  This image of a millennium of peace following the second coming of Christ is not meant to be taken literally but to represent a suitably long period of time.  That God will one day be victorious and establish a kingdom of justice and peace.  




THE VISION OF JOHN 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This vision that John presents at the end of the Book of Revelation brings us back full circle to where he began.  We can describe the structure of Revelation as three sections.  The first has to do with a description of God and Christ and the heavenly realm.  The second describes the dragon, the beasts, Babylon, and the fallen early realm.  The third section primarily returns to a description of the future rule of God after the victory over the dragon and the beasts.  This section unites the earthly realm with the heavenly realm.  

The Book of Revelation reveals the cosmic struggle between evil and the power of God that all Christians face.  Once we understand the meaning of the symbolism, Revelation is actually a beautifully written story for humanity.  The prophet predicts that no matter how dramatic or severe the divine signs are, people can and do blaspheme God rather than repent but John’s message tells his fellow Christians that they can repent and recover their former zeal and relationship with God.  They can be encouraged to stand fast even when confronted by times of suffering.  They can be inspired by his vision of heavenly victory with the Lamb, heavenly worship, and celebration that believers will one day share.  
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
• How does Dei Verbum explain how Christ fulfilled the hopes of the prophets? 
• How did the Synagogue come to be the primary place of worship for Jews? 
• Describe the three stages of Gospel development. 
• Explain the two-source hypothesis theory for the creation of the gospels.   
• What are the five Discourses of the Gospel of Matthew and what were they meant to 

imitate? 
• Explain the two themes of the Gospel of Mark. 
• Describe the three stages of the Gospel of Luke and Acts. 
• What makes the Gospel of John distinctive from the other gospels? 
• What was the purpose behind Paul’s letters and which community did he not form? 
• What are the Catholic Letters? 
• Name the primary groups of seven in the Book of Revelation.  
• What is the primary purpose behind the Book of Revelation?   

 



CLOSING REFLECTION 

“And such is the force and power of the Word of God that it 
can serve the Church as her support and vigor and the 

children of the Church as strength for their faith, food for the 
soul, and a pure and lasting font of spiritual life.”  CCC 131 

 
“The Church forcefully and specifically exhorts all the 

Christian faithful…to learn the surpassing knowledge of Jesus 
Christ, by frequent reading of the divine Scriptures.  

‘Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ.”  CCC 133 
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