SAMPLE LETTERS

There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same spirit; there are different forms of ser-
vice but the same Lord; there are different workings but the same God who produces all of them in
everyone. To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit.

1 Corinthians 12:4-11

Dear Parishioners:

For the past several months our Parish Pastoraidip&inance Council, and Stewardship Council have
been reflecting and planning with me about how tmeshcourage our parishioners to offer their gift§od
and our parish community. As St. Paul said in Goidms, each individual has a unique gift whichohe
she is able to offer. We have decided to use #mi®g of Thanksgiving as an opportunity for allusfto
reflect on our gifts and their use. During the wezekof ( ) we will have a Parish Ministry Fair.
All of our parish commissions and ministry grough lae available in the (Locatigrafter Mass to answer
guestions about the work they do and to invitetpquarticipate.

Each family will also receive a Parish Ministry &tory, so that you can decide which activity ifithest
with your individual or family needs. We ask thauyprayerfully reflect on your gifts and your tinaed

fill out the enclosed Commitment form. These Commeitt forms will be collected during the weekend of
( ) at all Masses.

When filling out the Commitment forms, we ask tyati consider your entire family’s needs, and taahe
individual family member fill out a separate forviie are also asking that you indicate your intereah
activity by using a C (for continuing), and L (loeaving) and | (for interested in more informajion

In preparation for this Commitment process, it mighhelpful for you to reflect on the following:
¢+ What talents do you most readéllgare?
¢+ What talents or gifts are you most hesitant toestiReflect on the reasons for your reluctance.
¢+ What talents have you buried? What talents havenyaltiplied?

Is there something that you've always wanted tdtryhaven't yet done so? Can you do it now? Jesus
says, “I came so that they might have life and liavere abundantly. (John 10:10)

My personal prayer for you is that your life be adhantly full of the power and mystery and grac&otl.
God enters into our lives and transforms them, gastle transforms our gifts of bread and wine ih&o
living Body and Blood of our Savior, Jesus ChiTdte more we offer of our time, talent and treastire,
more God is able to transform our offerings todujp His Kingdom.

Thank you for the gifts you have given of your tjirpeur talent and your treasure. | pray that teassn
will be a holy and prayerful time for you and ydamilies.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
(Pastor’'s name and signature)



SAMPLE LETTER FOR STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL

Dear <First Names>,

Pope Benedict XVI on the occasion of the IntermaticCatholic Stewardship Conference in Boston,
proclaimed that:
“The promotion of the practice of stewardship igortant for the mission of the church and
for the spiritual well-being of each individual.
Everyone benefits from the sacrificial gift one smbf time, talent, and treasure. Therefore,
please accept my encouragement for your effortsnaypgbrayers that your upcoming annual
parish stewardship renewal will be a stimulus te firactice of stewardship in all your pa-
rishioners.”

I, your pastor, cannot say it better than our Hedyher. Consider also a shorter definition of aisch
tian Steward:

“ Stewardship is the grateful response of a Christieseiple who recognizes and
receives God’s gifts and shares these gifts in &dv&od and neighbor.”

Or shorter yet: Joyfully Receiving and Sharing”

A Stewardship Way of Life is not a new concepthe Church. How about this statement from St.
Ignatius Loyola:

“Human beings were created to praise, reverenceaj aarve God, our Lord, and by this
means to save their souls. The other things orfaite of the earth are created to help humans-n at
taining the end for which they are created. Henhbey are to make use of these things in as far as
they help them in the attainment of their end, @y must rid themselves of them in as far as they
provide a hindrance to them...our one desire andaghshould be what is more conductive to the end
for which we are created.”

In the gospel of Mark, the young man in the Gospa$ asking Christ what he needed to do to be
saved. He was already a good, young man. He Ineedg loved by Christ. Christ invited him to go
deeper into discipleship to go deeper into his aasp to follow Christ. The young man was at a
crossroad to go deeper or to stay put. He chasktter.

Through this Stewardship Renewal you and | arergpretty much the same invitation by Christ. We
are, for the most part, already good people. Waleady loved by Christ. Wherever we are at in ou
Christian journey, we are invited to go deeperetakother step, make a specific talent availaloke, g

a specific hour to prayer before the Blessed Saenamxposed, thank God through a more free, joy-
ous, and generous gift of our money from the tdge gp anger and self pity, make a response we are
happy with and proud of. You and | are at thatsroad. Will we stay put, or take a deeper loak an
take the step?

May God’s generous blessings continue to be acddpteyou with praise and thanks and may you
experience the joy of using them for His mission.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
(Pastor's name and signature)



